Faculty Profile: Joy Lawson Davis, Ed.D.
Joy Lawson Davis, Ed. D., is a career
educator and an award-winning
scholar and author in gifted
education. She is a sought-out
keynote speaker on access and equity
in gifted education and advanced
learner education. Joy has served as a
member of the Board of Directors for
the National Association for Gifted
Children (NAGC) and is an author of
five books and an instructor in gifted
and cultural diversity education.
Dr. Lawson is an adjunct instructor
and doctoral advisor at Bridges
Graduate School.
What is your experience with twice-exceptionality?
I have written book chapters and articles on twice-exceptional learners from
culturally diverse backgrounds. I have also presented multiple times at
conferences and on podcasts addressing the needs of 2e learners from diverse
backgrounds and bringing awareness to their strengths and needs.
How has your experience informed your current work?
In my current work, I provide training for teachers and administrators on
addressing the underserved needs of multiple groups of culturally diverse
learners, including those who are: African American, Latinx, low income,
twice-exceptional, rural, immigrant, and others whose needs are frequently
overlooked in school programs for gifted learners.

Next Crucial Conversations is April 27!
Join us Wednesday, April 27,
at 1 p.m. PT for the next
episode of Crucial
Conversations About
Cognitive Diversity.

This episode will feature Dr.
Karen Wilson, who is a
clinical neuropsychologist,
director of West LA
Neuropsychology, PC, and the
founder of ChildNEXUS.com,
a digital platform that
connects parents whose
children struggle with learning or social-emotional issues with professionals
who provide psychological and educational support services.
Dr. Wilson is also the host of the Diverse Thinking · Different Learning podcast.
She is a sought-after expert speaker and has been invited to share her expertise
in a broad range of media outlets and to a multitude of audiences, including
parenting groups, educators, and professionals attending national conferences.
Click here to register!

One-on-One with Doctoral Candidate
Cynthia Hansen, M.Ed., ET/P
Cynthia Z. Hansen, M.Ed., ET/P, an
educational therapist and twice-exceptional
consultant, facilitates the growth of gifted and
creative individuals with ADHD, dyslexia, and
complex learning profiles.
A California credentialed teacher, Cindy is
president of the Tri-County GATE Council in
Southern California, a facilitator for SENG
parent groups, and a workshop leader on issues
facing gifted and 2e learners.
Describe your internship and how it enriched your BGS experience.
My internship was at the 2e Center as an assistant to Dr. Susan Baum and
working on projects guided by Dr. Robin Schader. I was fortunate to become
involved with various projects at the 2e Center for Research and Professional
Development, part of the Bridges Education Group. My assignments included
research, scheduling, and co-authoring the manual for the Suite of Tools™. As
an educational therapist, advocate, and as a doctoral student at BGS, I was
aware of several programs developed or organized by the 2e Center. Being a 2e
Center intern offered me an administrative view of the process and sneak
previews of things to come.
When asked to become the lead author of the Suite of Tools manual, I was
honored. Working with Dr. Schader and fellow doctoral student Ashleigh
D’Aunoy on this project has been a rewarding experience. Writing a manual
expanded my understanding of the Suite of Tools and organized my thinking to
express its value to fellow educational therapists, school counselors, teachers,

and parents. Learning about the page layout and format design was an
enlightening part of the process as we sought to create a manual that is
informative and easy to use for multiple audiences.
How has your internship informed your capstone project?
My experience working on the Suite of Tools manual has been tremendously
informative as I begin my capstone project. My goal is to create a game that
explores the intersectionality of identity and attributes that influence a twiceexceptional child’s self-perception. It will require a well-written instructional
booklet that describes the purpose, research, and clear, easy-to-use
instructions, all tasks I grappled with during my internship.

Vision and Leadership in 2e Education Symposium Recap
Strength-based and talent-focused
instruction was the main topic of
conversation earlier this month as
educators, researchers, parents, and
professionals gathered for the
Bridges 2e Center for Research and
Professional Development's virtual
Vision and Leadership in 2e
Education Symposium.
Upwards of 150 people attended the one-day event, which began with 2e
Center Director Dr. Susan Baum's keynote, "Strength-Based, Talent-Focused
Education for Twice-Exceptional Learners: The Why, What, and How?"
"Everyone in the world is talking about strength-based education and everyone
is saying we need to be more strength-based," Baum said, "And we need to
understand what the kids' strengths are, but what seems to happen is
[educators] don't really know how to find the strengths and, if they are aware of
them, they don't know quite how to use those strengths to better teaching and
learning for kids."
Baum discussed tools educators and parents can use to help identify their 2e
learners' strengths and provided examples of how this knowledge can be used
in the classroom, in IEP meetings, and at home. She also discussed the critical
role of dual differentiation within a specific assignment so as to engage the
student's curiosity and strengths while also working around their challenges.
Multiple sessions focused on parent advocacy, and one key piece of advice for
parents came from Julie Skolnick of With Understanding Comes Calm.
Skolnick relayed how parents can bring a strength-based approach into
meetings with their child's teachers and administrators.
"Literally ask the teacher sitting around the table and the administrator sitting
around the table, 'Please tell us what you love about our child,'" Skolnick said
during the Professional Perspectives: Parent Advocacy Pathways” session.
"This reframes their thinking and sets the tone for the meeting. And if they

simply cannot give you anything positive, that's your first clue that no matter
what your advocacy efforts are, the environment may not be appropriate or
safe for your child."
Additional sessions featured additional examinations into dual differentiation,
a presentation from legal experts on what rights twice-exceptional children
have, an educator forum on catering lessons to meet the needs of 2e students,
multiple breakout sessions, and a student panel.
In “Parent Panel: The Evolution of Advocacy,” parents shared their own
journeys in advocating for their twice-exceptional children. In “Deep Dive into
Dual Differentiation,” participants applied a provided framework to case
studies in order to develop effective dual-differentiated curricula. Then
educators from Bridges Academy shared anecdotes and best practices
regarding how these implementations have worked for them in the classroom
in “Voices from the Classroom: Dual Differentiation in Action.”
Attorneys Barbara Shufro and Mark Woodsmall instructed parents on how to
leverage their and their children’s legal rights when advocating for educational
support in “The Law and 2e!,” while panelists in “Breakout Session: Creating
Your Advocacy Gameplan” led participants through how to create a “SMART
goal (specific, measurable, attainable, realistic, time-based)” in their own
advocacy efforts.
Educators were given the opportunity to have their own lesson plans revised
with dual differentiation in mind during the “Educator Forum: Transforming a
Lesson to Accommodate the Needs of a 2e Student” session, and Bridges
students shared what differentiations, strategies, and environments were most
effective during their own educational journeys.
"This was another landmark event," said the 2e Center’s Maria Kennedy. "We
are looking forward to providing even more assistance to parents and
educators with our next symposium in the fall."
Kennedy says the fall symposium may include both in-person and virtual
elements.
Visit www.2ecenter.org for more information.

Master's Profile:
Adrianne Meldrum

Adrianne Meldrum is the founder and
owner of Made for Math (MFM), an
all-online math intervention center
focused on serving students with
dyslexia, dyscalculia, ADHD, and
autism. She's a certified multisensory
math instructor and leads a team of 15
in educating these bright children.
Adrianne lives in Mesa, Arizona, with
her husband and three boys.
Currently, she's in the home stretch of
finishing her master's degree at
Bridges.
How was your experience with the master's program and how has it
impacted your work?
In the summer of 2019, I felt like the stars had aligned when I was admitted to
Bridges Graduate School. I met Dr. Susan Baum in person at Edufest and was
thrilled to see the provost of this school was personally invested in the success
of students at Bridges. Little did I know that the stars aligning meant that we
would get to be working closely with many of the thought leaders in twiceexceptional education. I loved interacting with these leaders as it allowed me to
intimately learn that we all have slightly different definitions of effective
education for students. While those differences exist, we are aligned with the
goal of providing students with a strength-based education that allows students
to understand themselves and take flight in their personal pursuits.
I enjoyed interacting with my professors and participating in group
assignments that expanded my skill set. My research class has been the most
challenging class to date. I have a renewed appreciation for the rigorous work
of research and delight in the knowledge I have gained in reading and
understanding research papers. I cherish the relationship that I've built with
my peers and look forward to the future collaboration it will bring. Bridges
taught me to view things from multiple perspectives and to think about how I
can continue to refine my skills and be a part of the next generation of twiceexceptional though leaders.
Describe your action research project.
I'm excited that I'll be doing action research with my team of multi-sensory
math specialists. I identified that word problem instruction is a pain point for
us as a team. My action research study will be focused on the effect of teaching
schematic-based instruction for word problems on math specialists' confidence
and knowledge. A two-group, pre/post-test design will measure the
effectiveness of using the selected Conceptual Model-Based Word Problem
Story Grammar (COMPS) program. Math specialists at Made for Math will
receive a three-part training on the program and will teach current students
using COMPS. Baseline data will be collected from all specialists.
This action research will impact how we train our team on word problem

instruction. I'm excited to see action research becoming part of the experience
at Made for Math.

BGS at the William & Mary 2e Conference
Bridges Graduate School was
well represented at 2E at
W&M: Twice Exceptional
Conference on February 25
and 26.
The two-day virtual
conference's goal was to provide information, resources, support, and
community building opportunities to educators, administrators, parents,
practitioners, counselors, and district personnel.
Below are the names of all BGS speakers:
Faculty
Susan Baum, Ph.D. Keynote Speaker
Joy Lawson Davis, Ed.D. Featured Speaker
Lin Lim, Ph.D.
Doctoral Students:
Marcy Dann
Cynthia Hansen
Holly Kincaid
Rashmii Mahendra
Abby Kirigin
Jade Rivera
Callie Turk
Graduate:
Samuel Young

Certificate Program:
Jody Miller
Jody Miller entered the world of 2e as a parent
whose bright children did not always thrive in
school. In her new venture, 2e Blossom Through
Strengths, she is combining the knowledge she has
gained through personal experience and education
to support other families with 2e kids.
How was your experience with the
certificate program and how has it impacted
your work and life?

In the certificate program at Bridges, I got an
opportunity to make sense of what I have lived as a
parent for more than twenty years and that has
been life changing. Before the program, I searched
for resources on my own but at Bridges, I became
part of a community of passionate individuals
connected by a commitment to bringing out the
best in children, especially those who, like my own,
have enormous strengths that often go
unrecognized. The faculty are leaders in the field
and studying with them was invaluable. I got
exposed to major topics in gifted and 2e education
and learned to create strength-based, talentfocused approaches, programs, and reports.
My journey in the 2e realm began when my very bright and curious oldest
child, now twenty-three, was not getting what he needed at school when he was
three years old and fascinated with Martin Luther King Jr. Reading about
characteristics of giftedness helped explain some of his quirky behaviors and
one thing led to another. I had more children with gifts as well as challenges
and was introduced to the concept of twice-exceptionality, which provided
insight into why my bright children were struggling in school. I have long been
passionate about education and advocacy and when I heard about the Bridges
graduate program, I was excited about the opportunity to formally study
cognitive diversity and use what I learn to support parents whose children need
individualized, creative approaches to thrive.
Before Bridges, I had spent a great deal of time making sure my children
received accommodations in school and was committed to finding ways to
develop their interests, strengths, and talents outside of school. At Bridges,
however, I learned creative approaches and techniques to help any student
learn and shine in their own way – both in and outside of school. I understand
more than ever the value of authenticity and self-awareness. I feel even more
committed to focusing on my children’s strengths and I view others from a
strengths perspective. I formed friendships I treasure with people who share
my passions and values. As a young parent, I knew nothing about giftedness or
twice-exceptionality, and it would have made a huge difference had I known
where to turn to for support. Now I have stepped into this role for families
newer to the world of 2e, combining my personal experience and education to
launch a new career.

Careers
Bridges Academy Los Angeles
Bridges Los Angeles is conducting its annual search for amazing teachers to
add to the growing Bridges team. Positions are available in grades 7 -12,
Science, Humanities, Sign Language and Spanish. We are also seeking an
educational therapist or learning specialist.

Dynamic, passionate, extraordinary teachers are ideal and experienced in
working with twice-exceptional students is preferred. Ideal candidates have
experience in strength-based, talent-focused curriculum or are willing to
learn. If you or someone you know is interested please send your resume to
Matt Carroll at Matt.Carroll@bridges.edu.
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